( ( ( THE INTERNET ( ( (


The Internet is a global collection of computers and computer networks that exchange information.  Networks range from small personal computers to large corporate systems.  Colleges, universities, libraries, government bodies, businesses and special interest groups all over the world are part of the Internet.  No one knows how many computer networks are linked together to form the Internet. 

INTERNET SERVICES INCLUDE
(Electronic Mail.  E-mail is probably the most widely used service on the Internet.  You can send and receive messages from anyone on the Internet.  In addition to sending messages, you can also send a text or graphics file.

(Chat.  This service allows you to type and send messages instantly to another person or several people.  The other person can type their responses and transmit it back to you. The word “chat” is misleading; you are actually doing a good bit of typing!

(World Wide Web.  This service is made up of documents around the world which are linked to each other through hypertext links.  Click on one document which is located in New York, and another document (which may be located in Singapore) appears. The documents may contain pictures, sounds and animation.  Reviewing documents that are linked to one another is sometimes referred to as “surfing the web.”

GAINING INTERNET ACCESS


There are several ways to gain Internet access.  Your college will provide you with an Internet account, and it is usually without cost.   Or, your company has an Internet connection--this, too, is without cost.  To gain Internet access from home, you need to sign up with an online service provider such as The Microsoft Network (MSN), America Online, CompuServe, Prodigy or Erol’s.  Do not be confused.  An online service provider is not the Internet--it will, however, allow you to gain access to it. 

THE BASIC COST OF INTERNET ACCESS


Service providers charge a monthly fee to subscribe and then charge you based on the amount of time you are online.  Some providers change a flat monthly rate so that you can “surf the web” as long as you like.  College access is free--but then, again, that’s really part of the tuition fee.  Millions of computer terminals are connected to the Internet, with over 1000 computers being added each day.

